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Sidel extends its WB wrap-around packing platform to handle RSC
cases

Sidel has launched a new Cermex WB47 case packer, expanding its WB wrap-around
range to handle not only the wrap-around blank family, but also American cases (RSC
and HSC). Additionally, the upgraded WB platform ensures enhanced flexibility with
shorter changeover times. In 45 years, Sidel has installed more than 8,000 packers,
including 1,000 wrap-around machines. More than 130 units of the best-seller Cermex
WB46 and the new Cermex WB47 have already been manufactured in four years.

The current market situation demands greater adaptability of equipment that is capable of
handling various combinations of primary and secondary packaging grouped in many batch
sizes and configurations. Moreover, production runs are becoming shorter, and therefore high
flexibility with reduced downtime and fast, easy and repeatable changeovers for case packing
are essential. Meeting the various requirements of supermarkets, discount stores, online
retailers and more, the Cermex WB packing platform is truly unique for the Food, Home and
Personal Care (FHPC) markets.

“The Cermex WB’s case-packing range is able to handle a great variety of primary and
secondary packaging types, including complete wrap-around blanks, trays, trays with ledges,
two-piece packaging (tray plus lid), and provide Shelf-Ready Packaging (SRP) and easy-to-
open functionalities. With the Cermex WB47, Sidel extends the flexibility and adaptability of the
solution even more,” said Didier Saussereau, Packing Product Manager at Sidel. The new case
packer makes it possible to run RSC and half slotted cases (HSC) with an increased speed of
22 cases per minute compared to 15 cases per minute with the traditional RSC case-packing
range. Moreover, the wrap-around version can run at up to 30 blanks per minute. Thus, if some
brand owners are still operating today with RSC cases, choosing a WB47 still allows them to
switch easily in the future to wrap-around blanks, thanks to this common platform and a simple
upgrade kit. Additionally, the WB case-packing platform can perform “easy-to-operate” up to
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fully automatic changeovers, thus reducing downtime when changing products, packaging,
batch sizes or configurations. The average time for the changeover is five minutes, depending
on the version.

For those manufacturers who already have Cermex WB46 machines in their workshop, the new
Cermex WBA47 will not only widen their secondary packaging options but will also maintain
consistency of case-packing assets, with operators and maintenance staff easily trained, while
optimising spare parts management. “This was the case with two global brand owners who
were satisfied with their well-known, proven and reliable Cermex WB46 solutions and decided
to acquire the new WB47 to complete their packaging options,” concluded Didier.

Sidel designs and manufactures packing solutions for any secondary corrugated packaging. In
45 years, Sidel has installed 8,000 packers worldwide, including 1,000 wrap-around machines.
Thanks to various infeed and collation systems adapted to the primary packaging types, more
than 130 Cermex WB units have been sold with different configurations for different market
category needs since 2017. Furthermore, Sidel’s dedicated packing site in Corcelles-lés-
Citeaux (France), where the WB platform is manufactured, received the official “Vitrine Industrie
du Futur” award in 2020. This prize recognises the implementation of Industry 4.0 initiatives with
new technologies, such as robotics, cobotics, mechatronics, virtual commissioning, connected
machines and digital twins. “Alliance Industrie du Futur” (AlF) also appreciated the site’s
ambition regarding eco-design and its strategy for training and talent recruitment, including the
co-creation of a robotics school.
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Editor’'s Note: The images within this document are for illustrative purposes only and should not be used for
reproduction. If high-resolution copies are not attached with the document, please contact Elina Kresa at F&H
Communications for copies — see contact details below.
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F&H Communications

Elina Kresa, Consultant

Tel: +49 (0) 89 12175 147

Email: sidel@fundh.de

Sidel is a leading provider of equipment and service solutions for packaging beverages, food,
home and personal care products in PET, cans, glass and other materials.

With over 40,000 machines installed in more than 190 countries, we have nearly 170 years of
proven experience, with a strong focus on the factory of tomorrow with advanced systems, line
engineering and innovation. Our 5,500+ employees worldwide are passionate about providing
solutions that fulfil customer needs and boost the performance of their lines, products and
businesses.

Delivering this level of performance requires that we stay flexible. We continuously ensure we
understand our customers’ changing challenges and commit to meeting their unique
performance and sustainability goals. We do this through dialogue and by understanding the
needs of their markets, production and value chains. In turn, we apply our solid technical
knowledge and smart data analytics to ensure that lifetime productivity reaches its full potential.

We call it Performance through Understanding.

Find out more at www.sidel.com and connect with us

E youtube.com/user/sidel twitter.com/Sidel Intl

m linkedin.com/company/sidel facebook.com/Sidellnternational
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