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SIDEL’S PET PACKAGING EXPERTISE IN OCTEVILLE FRANCE 
HELPS BIOHUB RESEARCH PROJECT REACH SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION 
 

  

Sidel’s international centre of excellence for PET packaging development and blowing 
solutions in Octeville, France, recently made an important contribution to sustainability 
through an innovative research project in plant-based performance plastics. Sidel 
consulted with its PET packaging expertise in the BioHub® programme as the selected 
representative for the beverage industry. 

This open innovation programme has enabled the development and production of new chemicals 
using renewable agriculture materials, such as cereals which are a sustainable substitute for well-
known fossil-based chemicals.  The new bio-based forms of polyester have many possible end-
user applications, including packaging in which Sidel was recognised for its PET packaging 
competence.  The programme was undertaken by international French biorefining group, Roquette, 
a global leader in the processing of plant-based raw materials, and subsidised by BPI France, the 
French agency for industrial innovation. 

Luc Desoutter, Sidel’s Special Project Director, comments: “Sidel has a longstanding relationship 
with Roquette and Sidel’s R&D Packaging experts in Octeville in particular contributed with 
important and innovative PET packaging expertise in this breakthrough project.  I am convinced 
that the innovative materials resulting from the project will soon be adding value to the already 
substantial benefits that PET offers as a liquid packaging solution, in terms of both performance 
and sustainability.  Satisfying market needs and providing an alternative to established raw 
materials, they will be of great interest and benefit to the beverage packaging industry and many 
others.” 

PET packaging expertise at Octeville France proves useful 

Sidel was one of several, select private sector and public partners in the BioHub programme, 
which was originally launched in 2006.  The Sidel expertise at Octeville brought the company’s 
many years’ experience in the field of beverage and liquid food packaging - and in the industrial 
production of PET packaging - to the project.  The company’s solid technological expertise in 
complete line solutions that starts with the blow moulding process in bottling of beverages, oils and  
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other liquids was particularly useful to the project, as was its viewpoint as an end user of the 
potential new bio-based performance plastics within the beverage industry. 

Vincent Le Guen, Sidel’s Vice President for Packaging, says: “Our understanding of bio-based 
polymers through our participation in this open innovation programme brings great value to Sidel’s 
PET packaging expertise in Octeville. It enables us to continue to stay at the forefront of the liquid 
packaging industry and to be ready to meet the future needs of beverage producers. The close 
relationships we have with our partners throughout the PET value chain, and also across other 
industries, is really valuable to Sidel.  This helps ensure we stay in contact with the latest industry 
developments and continue to improve our packaging solutions for beverage producers.” 

Many beverages, food items and other consumer products are currently marketed and packaged in 
bottles or containers made from PET, the most common thermoplastic polymer resin of the 
polyester family.  It makes the ideal beverage packaging material because it is safe, strong, 
transparent, light and versatile.  Customers appreciate it for its safety compared to traditional 
materials.  It is resealable, shatter-resistant and, importantly, can be recycled again and again.  

The successful completion of the BioHub Project - and Sidel's integral role within it - can lead to 
the production of new bio-based forms of polyester demonstrating excellent transparency and UV 
resistance and a good resistance to high temperatures.  Leading names within the beverage 
industry, such as Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, Danone and Nestlé, are looking into the possibility of 
bottles made from fully renewable resources and are said to be already assessing the most 
promising options to incorporate these next-generation materials into their production lines. For 
example, Coca-Cola recently unveiled PlantBottle™, a PET bottle based on plant materials.  

For more information about the benefits of PET packaging, read more on sidel.com/PET. 
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Editors Note: The images within this document are for illustrative purposes only and should not be used for 
reproduction.  If high resolution copies are not attached with the document, please contact Chris Twigger at 
Shaw & Underwood PR for copies – see contact details below. 
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For editorial and advertising enquiries, please contact: 
Shaw & Underwood PR 
Chris Twigger, Director 
Tel: +44 121 454 5584/Cell: +44 7795 423796 
Email: christwigger@shawandunderwood.co.uk 
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About Sidel 
 
Our purpose is to help brands protect the product inside, preserve the planet outside and touch 
the lives of millions of people every day. 
 
We do so by offering complete and modular PET packaging solutions, including people, 
services and equipment. 
 
Sidel has over 165 years of industrial experience. With 30,000 machines installed in more than 
190 nations, we have been helping producers fill beverage bottles for over 80 years, blow them 
for more than 50 and label them for more than 35. We have 40 years of aseptic packaging 
expertise, and were one of the first companies to introduce PET bottles to the beverage industry 
over 30 years ago. 
 
Part of the Tetra Laval group and headquartered in Switzerland, Sidel has over 50 office 
locations, 13 production sites and 7 training centres worldwide. Each of our more than 3,400 
employees, spread over five continents, is committed to creating the optimum liquid-packaging 
solution.  
 
We call it A Better Match - for our world, our customers and ourselves. 
 
Find out more at www.sidel.com and connect with us 
 
 

  blog.sidel.com       blog.knowledgeshare.com   

  linkedin.com/company/sidel     youtube.com/user/sidel 

  facebook.com/SidelInternational    twitter.com/Sidel_Intl 
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