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EMIRATES REFRESHMENTS COMPANY ACHIEVES 25% COST
SAVINGS WITH PRODUCTION LINE UPGRADES FROM SIDEL

To boost efficiency and maintain a competitive edge in what is a tough market,
Emirates Refreshments Company (ERC) has carried out a short-neck conversion on
its PET bottling line. ERC, brand owners of Jeema Mineral Water and carbonated soft
drink O Cola, worked with Sidel, the leading provider of production equipment and
services for liquids in PET, to upgrade its production line with Sidel’s innovative PET
packaging solutions.
“We had worked with Sidel for the past 17 years and we have always been satisfied with their
solutions. By upgrading our PET production line with Sidel’s innovative solutions, we were able to
make substantial cost savings that translated into 25 per cent annually,” said Munther Khlifat Plant
Manager at ERC.
The beverage sector is expected to continue growing in the UAE across various categories. In 2015,
the consumption of water, the most consumed beverage item, stood at around 1.13 billion litres and
is forecast to increase by a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 7.2 per cent to reach 1.48
billion litres by 2019.
The solutions introduced for ERC included a blower, a filler and a combi, along with packaging and
line improvement services. The objective in making the investment was to increase efficiency,
reduce energy consumption, save raw materials, and cut production costs by lightweighting the
company’s packaging through moving to a Sidel StarLite™ base and short neck.
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Muhammed Elgharib, also a Plant Manager at ERC, commented – “By changing the design of the
PET bottle and shortening the bottle neck to adopt a Short Neck 29/25 closure, we were able to
produce attractive new designs that weigh considerably less – 27.5 grams compared to 32 grams
for 1.5 litre bottles; and 11.6 grams compared to 17 grams for 500 ml bottles.” Short necks offer
tremendous economic gains and reduce post-consumer waste by cutting down the material used.
The Sidel StarLite base gives added durability, stability and overall resistance to the bottles,
providing higher bottle integrity throughout the supply chain without compromising on the safety
standards of the beverages inside.
In addition, ERC introduced Sidel ECO lamps to the PET line to provide more precise and more
efficient heating. This reduced the line’s electricity consumption and therefore also contributed to
the cost savings achieved, as well as improving the PET line’s performance in terms of sustainability.
“We understand very clearly the potential impact of lightweighting on brand value and the consumer
experience. We are glad that ERC can now save substantial costs, remain competitive, and achieve
their sustainability goals after upgrading their PET line with Sidel technology,” stated Samuel Gobbe,
Customer Service Director at Sidel.
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About Sidel
Our purpose is to help brands protect the product inside, preserve the planet outside and touch
the lives of millions of people every day.
We do so by offering complete and modular PET packaging solutions, including people,
services and equipment.
Sidel has over 165 years of industrial experience. With 30,000 machines installed in more than
190 countries, we have been helping producers fill beverage bottles for over 85 years, blow
them for more than 50 and label them for more than 40. We have over 40 years of aseptic
packaging expertise, and were one of the first companies to introduce PET bottles to the
beverage industry over 35 years ago.
Part of the Tetra Laval group, Sidel has offices worldwide, including 8 production sites and 8
training centres. All our experts are committed to creating the optimum liquid-packaging
solution.
We call it A Better Match - for our world, our customers and ourselves.
Find out more at www.sidel.com and connect with us

blog.sidel.com

youtube.com/user/sidel

linkedin.com/company/sidel

twitter.com/Sidel_Intl

facebook.com/SidelInternational
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