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NEW BOTTLED WATER PLANT IN OHIO, USA BOASTS
LATEST SIDEL MATRIX™ PRODUCTION LINES
Niagara Bottling – the leading supplier of private-label bottled water in the US – welcomed
guests to a ribbon-cutting ceremony and Open House on July 9, 2013 to celebrate the
Grand Opening of its newest plant in Gahanna, Ohio. The facility features the two fastest
and most technologically advanced bottled water production lines in the world supplied by
Sidel – a leading global supplier of liquid packaging solutions. The Gahanna lines will
produce at a rate of 108,000 bottles per hour and distribute small format bottled water to
consumers in the Midwest United States.
Visitors to the Open House were able to see the Sidel Matrix™ lines first-hand and had the
opportunity to take guided tours of the 12th and latest addition to Niagara’s facilities.
Niagara (celebrating its 50th anniversary this year) has enjoyed annual sales growth averaging
32% over the past five years. During this time Sidel has supplied the company nine high-speed
turnkey bottling lines, helping Niagara to achieve its current position as the one of the industry’s
lowest-cost producers. Niagara invested in these latest lines to increase its annual production
capability to more than 10 billion bottles in order to sustain its industry-leading position. To this
end, Niagara chose Sidel Matrix – the radical, new modular generation of PET bottling equipment –
for its cost-effective, sustainable, environmentally friendly solutions, with the aim of lowering
energy and material usage, and driving down its total costs of ownership (TCO).
Understanding that Niagara drives the marketplace with its innovative packaging strategies, Sidel
collaborated with Niagara to develop the equipment for the new lines to achieve these TCO goals.
Sidel engineered and optimized the layout of the lines resulting in a 108,000 bph line compressed
into the floor space typically occupied by a 72,000 bph line. Each of the two new lines comprises a
dual 24-cavity Sidel Matrix Combi; a single high-speed VersaFilmTM packer capable of 90 packs
per minute; three Sidel Matrix Rollfed labelers; new-generation layer-formatting; a high-speed,
upgraded palletizer; conveyors; and line-automation to handle the record-breaking production
speeds.
Sidel’s commercial and project management teams worked with Niagara’s Engineering Group over
several months to tailor the line solutions for the bottler. “We proposed the innovative approach of
two Combis integrated into a single production line in order to achieve Niagara’s target of 100,000
bottles per hour,” explains George Kotzeff, Sidel’s Key Account Manager for Niagara. “The
competitive TCO of Sidel Matrix gave us a significant advantage and ultimately won us the order.
We also collaborated on a fast-track basis incorporating the new, lightweight bottle - developed
after the order was taken.”
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Another factor contributing to Niagara’s selection of the Sidel lines was the efficiency level
achieved during the acceptance testing on two previous Sidel lines installed at Niagara’s Ontario
California plant, which surpassed guaranteed line efficiency values by an average of 6.5%. Keith
Boss, North America Vice-President for Sidel, commented, “The success of this order was made
possible by the team efforts executing the latest projects and supporting the existing lines. The
line efficiencies achieved definitely helped Sidel’s case and proved the reliability of our equipment
and expertise of our people.”

About Sidel
Sidel is the leading global provider of PET solutions for liquid packaging. We are also a driving
force for glass and can solutions. We are committed to being the most innovative, responsive
and reliable partner, providing sustainable solutions for the beverage industry.
Headquartered in Switzerland, we have production sites in 13 countries and 30,000 machines
installed in more than 190 nations worldwide. With over 5,000 employees worldwide, we provide
optimal PET, glass and can packaging solutions for water, soft drinks, milk, sensitive products,
edible oils and alcoholic beverages including beer.
We aim to create value for our customers by giving them A Better Match. This is the tailored
solution that caters to their needs exactly. We do this by offering flexible and reliable production
systems that are easily adaptable to market developments and future technology, supported by
value-added services.
We are Sidel. We are A Better Match.
Find out more at www.sidel.com
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